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during his visit to India so that he should be informed about the serious
nconsistencies in the French Law which requiresan amendment as they are
encroaching upon the personal liberties of the Sikhs, which the Constitution of
France based on the grand principles of liberty , equality and fraternity cannot permit
in any way.

Secondly, it is desired that the Government of India should put not only diplomatic
pressure but also moral and economic pressure on the President of France during his
proposed visit to India through public debates on T.V. Channels with the intensity
which is required to solve this problem peacefully. If the response is positive from the
side of the French President , then we as representative body of the Sikhs , will
provide all assistance to the French Government on the basis provide to the British
Government to amend the Law. But if the response is evasive and not satisfactory or
negative then Government of India should put economic pressure to protect the
interest of the NRI Sikhs who have been provided with dual citizenship status in
2003. I hope, respecting the sentiments of the NRI Sikhs you shall be taking up this
issue with the visiting President of France with the aim of achieving positive results
and not mere assurances.

With regards,

Yours Sincerely

(President S.G.P.C)
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of the Sikhs and Jews “is not to be considered to constitute head-dress in the
traditional sense “. Mr Frank Underwood tendered an apology BCTV.

In 1991 four Albertan ,including three former RCMP Officers and a former
Mountie’s wife, filed a suit claiming that the decision of the former Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Commissioner, Norman Inkster to allow the Sikhs to wear the turban
in uniform offended the force’s non religious nature and was discriminatory . This
group collected 210000/- signatures on a petition for the parliament to stop turbans
among the Mounties. When they failed, these people challenged the decision in the
court contending that RCMP should be neutral and not show their religion in any
form. Rendering her arguments against the petition , Justice Barbara agreed that the
police must be neutral from political and religious bias, but pronounced that any
evidence that turban wearing Officers might be biased is “speculative and vague ,and
you don,t become less of a Canadian merely because your religion require you to
wear a turban or a yarmulke”. The Ex- Mounties filed an appeal against this decision
in the Federal Court of Appeal in Calgary , which was rejected by three judges panel

and pronounced that the decision of the RCMP to allow Sikh Mounties was “an

Article of Faith”. The Supreme Court of Canada also rejected the appeal and upheld

the decision of the lower court . These three major decisions of the courts and Govts.

of UK , Saskatchewan and Canada may serve as an eye opener to the law makers of

France, particularly the decisions of the Canadian Govt. and courts, as the issues

involved are identical with French Law.

4) The French Law Makers' have ignored the facts that the turban is not a symbol
but an Article of Faith, and by discarding this Article of Faith a Sikh becomes an
apostate. Further even after removing his turban a Sikh retains his identity with
his tress-knot(long hair tied above the head) and beards. That is why Sheikh
look like a lion; the rest of us look like sheep, afraid to be identified “. You cannot
provide human justice by over-riding Divine Laws as has been done by the
French Government . The Creation of the Creator is in splendid colours ; a
painting of the Devine Painter with one brush but in different colours. The Law of
the French Government is an attempt to become a bigger architect and distort the
painting of the Divine Painter with one colour.

There is no room left for doubt that the French Government was not aware of the
above points , and it is desired that we may be allowed to meet the French President
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“ On a higher plane our God never told us to wear crash helmets. Their Guru told
them to wear turban . In this argument they ( Sikhs ) have the edge “.

Fred Balcombe, Lord Mayor Manchester

Before the British Parliament amended Motor Cycle Crash Helmets ( Religious
Exemption) Act.1976 Lawrence Hennery , Hon’ble Judge of Aylesbury Crown Court
pronounced the Judgement on February 18, 1976, on the basis of two expert
witnesses of noted scholar, late Dr Trilochan Singh and Lt.General Sir Reginarld
Arthur Savory, who commanded the Sikh Regiment in the first World War, and
brought two important poin t in his Judgment that i) the Sikhs were not consulted
before the bill was passed and ii) he is convinced that the Sikhs would not wear
helmets under any circumstances.

Above law points were enough to amend the law and giving exemption to the Sikhs
from wearing crash helmets, and protected their right to wear the turban.

2) Similarly in Saskatchewan, the requirement that Sikh should wear a crash halmet
was declared unconstitutional in the Supreme Court on the grounds that it would
interfere with practice of religion.

3) In Canada, Mr Pritam Singh Johal , an old war veteran ‘s fight for his turban
would put many lazybones to shame. Lt. Col. Pritam Singh visited the Newton
Legion Branch on November 8 ,1993 three days before the remembernance day
parade to seck details of dress. Despite clearance of a formal jacket and turban ,
he alongwith his four Sikh colleagues was stopped at the gate. Mr Johal pleaded
his case with Mr Frank Underwood, President of Newton Legion Branch, but it
proved futile. Ms Penny Priddy walked out of the lounge in protest against the
humiliating treatment meted out to the Sikhs. This was sufficient to shift the issue
on National media and put pressure on the Canadian authorities. Consequently
Executive Council of Royal Canadian Legion called an emergency meeting and
unanimously approved a national policy that the wearing of religious head-dress
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1) Turban is not a symbol of Sikhs, but an Article of Faith. It is inseparable part of
Sikh baptism. Here, I would like to quote the speech of Lord Avebury in the
House of Lords on October 5,1976 to amend the Motor-Cycle Crash helmets

(Religious Exemption) Act 1976. “My Lords, I have also consulted the authorities in
the Sikh Gurdwaras in Bradford and Southall and I have the benefit of advice from
one of the foremost and distinguished Sikh Scholars in the world , Dr Trilochan
Singh. To quote from the book of Dr Singh: “The turban of the Sikhs is not merely a
head- dress. It is inseparably connected with Sikh baptism and the Sikh code of the
conduct . That is an authoritative statement and interpretation of the scriptures as you
will get, because in the Sikh religion there is no hierarchy of clerics who can add to or
embellish the doctrine as time goes by ,” Lord Avebary was supported
overwhelmingly, and some of the speeches of Hon’ble Lords are reproduced for the
benefit of the French Authorities .

a) “The study of other religious system is not one that can be mastered in a short
time. However, as in all cases, involving religious convictions of others, we must
respect even when we do not necessarily understand. We should be guided in
matters concerning other faiths by the members of those faiths themselves. We
should not forget that during two World Wars Sikhs troops in the forces of British
Empire were not forced to wear steel helmets . They fought and died for us . As
long as Britain is a nation , we will commemorate the heroism of our dead.”

Lord Mowbray and Stourton.

If people wish to follow their own religious convictions, why can we not allow
them to do so ?
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“It is universally accepted in the House of Commons that the immigrant
communities must be treated equally and without discrimination ....it is important
that we in Parliament should uphold their religious rights and beliefs...... the
message will go to the world that Brtain remains great, sane, sensible and
tolerant.”

Mr.Winston S . Churchill.
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Dr.Manmohan Singh esq
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Union of India

New Delhi

Respected Sardar Manmohan Singh Ji,

In continuation of earlier my letter dated January 8,16 and 17,2008 on the issue of ban ,
imposed by the French Government on wearing of turbans by the Sikh students , I am
again taking up the issue with the Government of India , to which you represent as Prime
Minister and as a member of the Sikh Commonwealth . [ have been directed by the
Ecclesiastical Court of the Sri Akal Takhat Sahib to take up the issue with seriousness
which it deserves with President Nicolos Sarkozy of France during his visit to India
through you , and it is my earnest desire that you should help the Sikhs , which are in
minority . Efforts of Govt. of India through diplomatic channels have been futile which
has created restlessness among the Sikhs throughout the world. S.G.P.C., the
representative body of the Sikhs has consulted eminent scholars and lawyers, and they
have advised us to bring to the notice of the French President the serious lapses in the
French Law, decided by various court dictas of international Courts as follows:

The French Law No 2004-228( March 15,2004) is based on the recommendation of the
Bernard Stasi Commission ,which says that ostentation display of religious symbols
violated the secular principals of French School System , and recommended a law

against wearing of conspicuous religious symbols,such as head covers for Muslim girls,

caps for Jewish boys ,turbans for Sikh boys and large Christian Crosses in school,

funded by the French Government . The commission was of the view that such a law
would promote French Republican values and better social integration of all communities
in France .The ban came into effect in September 2004. It is a constitutional crisis which
cannot be resolved by the court of France, but by the parliament of France on the
following Counts:
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Respected Sardar Manmohan Singh Ji b -2—ox

I may draw your attention towards my letter dated January 23,2008, delivered to

Sh. Shiv Shankar Menon ,Secretary Foreign Ministry,during meeting with S.G.P.C.
delegation, copy enclosed . I am also enclosing letter dated 14.02.2007 from the Office
of Prime Minister of France , informing me that Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. Blay is
entrusted with the task of examining the issue. Our delegation was assured that the issue
of turban ban shall be taken up with the French President Nicolos Sarkozy. Till date I
have not been informed about the outcome of your talks with the French President . In the
light of assurances of offices of the Prime Minister of France and India , I hope you shall
be kind enough to inform the outcome of your talks and what is required from our side to
achieve the desired results without further loss of time to pacify the Sikhs all over the
world on this sensitve issue and ease out the pressure of various Sikh Organisations ,
being put on the Ecclesiastical Court of Sri Akal Takhat Sahib and S.G.P.C.

With regards,

Sincerely Yours

(President S.G.P.C)

DR. Manmohan Singh esq
Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Union of India,New Delhi.
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turban ban likely

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Jalandhar: With French Pres-
ident Nicholas Sarkozy com-
ing as chief guest for Repub-
lic Day celebrations, the issue
of French ban on turban has
started coming to fore. Shiro-
mani Sikh Council (Interna-
tional) has announced it will
hold a demonstration at Del-
hiagainst the visit of French
president if the Indian gov-
ernment fail to raise the issue
and get it resolved.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here Pal Singh France,
who was the first one from
France to raise the issue of
ban a few years back, said the
Indian government had failed
to effectively raise the issue.
“We are trying to get an ap-
pointment with Prime Minis-

ter Manmohan Singh to take i
up the issue with him. PM can
raise the issue or arrange a
meeting with Sarkozy. If he
does not act proactively, we
shall hold a massive protest in
Delhi, he said.

He said that PM should im-

.press upon the French Presi-

dent to issue a letter for the
Sikh community on the pat-
tern of earlier two letters is-
sued in 1989 and 1991, allow-
ing Sikhs to wear turban. No
amendment was required in
the constitution of France for
that purpose, he said.
Meanwhile he told that
though the Sikhs had lost
there case in the French |
Supreme Court now they were
preparing to move to the Eu-
ropean Union Parliament and :
EU court against the ban. i
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Defend it
by Jaidev Singh Rai

HE French law that

affected the Sikh turban

bans ostentatious signs of

religion. Three questions

arise: Is the turban essen-
tial to Sikhs? Yes. Can one community
be exempted as ‘special’ from a com-
mon law, by any government? Almost
never. That leaves only one option.
Does the law really apply?

The law banning religious items in
French State institutions was first
established in 19035, separating the
secular State from any association
with religion. All visible signs of
religion were stripped from the walls
of State institutions including State
schools. The clergy, including nuns
in State Schools, were required to
wear non-clerical clothes.

This law was a development of the
legendry French Revolution and its
subsequent preference for secularism
and human rights. Rigid secularism
mostly evolved as a reaction against
the bloody and protracted conflicts
between Catholic and Protestant in
which millions died. Moreover, the
Church often collaborated with
monarchies. Robespierre’s infamous
reign of terror did not spare the
Church, stripping it of power.

Even out of power, the Catholic
and Protestant institutions continued
to compete insidiously in State insti-
tutions, often accusing the govern-
ment of being partial to the other. A ;
weary State disassociated itself com-
pletely from any religion. Hence the
1905 law. A deep suspicion of insti-
tutional religion as a
oppressive and reactionary force is

of Hijab wearing girls increased expo-

nentially, with increasingly politicised

Islamic movements, after 2001, and

were down French tolerance. Sarkozy,

who is President now, was the interior

Minister who precipitated reaction.

Citing 1905 Laicite he stressed that

standards had fallen. New provisions

were proposed.

Not to be accused of targeting
Muslims, the proposed law men-
tioned the Hijab, the Jewish Yumlka
and the large Christian Cross as
ostentatious signs. Neither the Jews

" nor the Christians were practically
affected as both had lorig established
, ‘E.na.mﬁ institutions.

¢ For some reason the turban was not
mentioned. Nevertheless, some Sikh
groups raised a public alarm despite
being advised to hold discreet talks
first with the French government. By
going public they exposed the issue to
media hacks who challenged the
French Government. The government
responded that it was an oversight and
the law would affect turbans! The first
damage was done. I was contacted by
concerned Sikhs in France. ¢/

Through my contact with the French
Human Rights Ambassador to the UN,
I was able to organise a number of
meetings with high profile officials in
the French Prime Minister's office, the
Ministry of Interior, the External
Affairs Ministry and the Education
Ministry. Finally there was a meeting
with the French Education Minister.
The dialogues opened up possibilities
of resolving the issue.

With a crash course on the French
constitution, its political history and
philosophy, I felt the best line was to
suggest that the law does not apply to
the Sikhs. My argument was that
working definition of the words
“ostentatious’ and ‘religion’ as implied
in the law are inconsistent with the
Sikh practice of wearing turbans.

The French concept of religion was
rooted in European Christian doctri-
nal history, as a proscriptive and

Muslim migrations in the twentieth
century brought new challenges, as
some Muslim girls wore Hijab as a
religious requirement. The French

State sys| ows Schools some
localfdesertions.JHowever the number

g on the ‘Fren

as the right of an ethnic community, not as a r

exclusivist institution interfering
with human freedoms, intolerant of
non-believers and other beliefs and
is forever seeking to “save souls’
through conversion.

The French position was that an
ostentatious sign of religion is a
form of propaganda to encourage
others to engage in a dialogue and
subtly covert! The French State saw
it as its human rights obligation to
protect the rights of its atheist pupils
not be exposed to religious propa-
ganda of any form.

Clearly this was diametrically oppo-
site to Sikh beliefs and history as well
as the significance of the turban. It
does not make legal or administrative
sense to argue that the world religion
be understood differentially for differ-

The words ‘ostentatious’ and ‘religion’ as

AES

not venture. But you can see non-

baptised turban-wearing Sikhs in all

venues of social life, including
pubs, dance halls etc.

Furthermore these, there are famous
people like the agnostic Kushwant
Singh and the atheist Harkishan Singh
Surjit who are Sikhs. If the French
working definition of turban as an
ostentatious religious sign was used
we would have to ask these people to
remove their turbans or change habits,
in other words the large majority of

Sikhs. The inconsistency between the

French understanding of a religious
item and the Sikh practice of wearing
turban was evident.

“The law also sought people to ‘con-

ceal’ their signs of religion, If there is a

religious requirermnent among the five

ch E:S.

understood in the French law are inconsistent

with the Sikh practice of wearing turbans. You

can see turban-wearing Sikhs in all venues of

social life, including pubs and dance halls

ent religions. The best line was that the

. turban was incommensurate with the

words ostentatious and religion as
comprehended by the French State.

I strengthened the argument with
facts. Over 90 per cent of Sikhs who
wear turbans are not ‘baptised’ in the
formal sense. If they are not even
totally committed to their ‘religion’
as the French understand, whey
would they start converting others?
On the other hand, a lady with a
Hijab, a Jew with a Yumlka or a
Christian with large cross is con-
sciously stating that he or she is fully
committed to their religion.

Secondly, one never sees ‘any of
these people voluntarily present in

“places where the deeply religious d

Ks it is unshorn hari, (Kesh). The tur-
ban conceals it. Surely were are get-
ting into paradoxes now.

Lue Ferry, the then French
Education Minister, a professor of
philosophy, appreciated the inconsis-
tencies. He said that an exception
could not be made but the argument
of inapplicability put forward could
be considered to find a way forward.
He suggested that a discrete form of
urban, ie. a Keski type, be wom for
some time until matters settled. The
ministry also agreed to send circulars
explaining the inconsi ?

UsfortmEly. many Sikhs groups
and individuals started their own cam-
paigns, sending letters stating that the
turban was an essentjal item of Sikh

n AN

identity and religion and an ‘excep-
tion” had to be made! While details
were being sorted with officials, the
letters and phone calls increased..
French Government officials were
in a quandary and started to back-
track. They said to me that clearly
there are two interpretations of the
turban and it is not the responsibility
of the French Government to either
arbitrate or chose one. There isno
provision for a separate cultural of
ethnic identity entertained in France!,
The formal circular as an official |

position was dropped but they agreed

to verbally explain to concerned
schools. A battle won was slipping.
More was to come. At the height of
France-US tension over Iraq, many
Sikhs lobbied United States senators
and Congressmen for support. The
Congressmen wrote gloating letters
reminding the French of their obliga-

_:on to freedom of religion and human
rights! Matters went downhill fast and

French officials lost the will to help
the Sikh community.

It is testament of the first genera-
tion of Sikh migrants from villages
to the west that they protected the :
turban through pragmatic solutions.
I,_ﬁ right to wear the turban in UK
[Was no won as a religious right, but
hs the right of an ethnic community,
n the famous House of Lords
Mandla decision i :

t1s a sad indictment of the current
ro::m leaders among Sikhs that not
only have they failed to improve on
the diplomatic and political skills of
their parent, but they have in fact

become more fundamentalist and unge-
.alistic. The issue can still be resolved if

mature and diplomatic minds took

charge of the issue. Whatever one may

say about the French, they are a rea-
sonable people who will concede
when an argument is rational,

The writer is Director, Sikh Human
Rights Group, Southall Middleser,
United Kingdom
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LoSL 7
Respected Sardar Manmohan Singh Ji, 16 O
Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa,
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh

Inviting your kind attention to my earlier letter No. 50508,
dated 8.1.2008, I have the honour to state that a meeting between the
S.G.P.C. delegation and visiting President of France may kindly be
arranged so that the long pending issue of Sikh turban in France may
be discussed into a satisfactory solution.

Kindly intimate time and date for this meeting.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,

(AVTAR SINGH)

Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji,
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Govt. of India,

New Delhi.



/{ﬂ q@%@;ﬂaﬁmu

President,

Avtar Slﬂgh Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
Sri Amritsar.

Turban, is not a symbol or an article of clothing, it is essential part of his / her being
a Sikh.

It may not be out of place to reiterate the historical facts regarding the Sikh
association with France. It is estimated that during the World Wars 80,000 Turban
wearing Sikhs fought for France'’s freedom on the frontline. Turban wearing Sikh
soldiers served in France in 13 cavalry and 8 infantry regiments during World War t.
Their bravery and actions have been duly recognised.

Sikhs also fought for the Allied Forces in other European countries i.e. the
United States, Asia and Africa. More than 83,000 Sikhs died and over 109,000 were
injured to protect the honour and integt:ity of the people of all faiths. It is ironic twist
of circumstances that the Sikhs have now to fight for the freedom to wear the Turban
in France.

| am sure that you will take up the matter with the visiting French President
with all the seriousness that it demands, and éonvey to him the concern of the
Government of India, The Punjab Government, the Sikhs worldwide and the SGPC.

| am sure that your intervention will bear positive result.
Yours sincerely,

/‘fi;?}i‘-?y befleer My
(Avtar ‘Sirigh)
Dr. Manmohan Singh,
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,
New Deihi.

Phone: +91 183 255 3950, 253 4746 Fax +91 183 255 3919, Mobilel 98558 95558
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President,

Avtar Smgh Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
Sri Amritsar.
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Repected Sardar Manmohan Singh Ji,

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh

You are well aware of the French Law passed in March 2004 banning what it
terms as conspicuous religious symbols in Government run schools. Under the law,
school children are banned from wearing the Christian cross, Jewish skull-cap,
Islamic head scarf and the Sikh Turban. This law has anguished the Sikhs world
wide.

Of all the countries worldwide, in which 25 million Sikhs live, France is the
ﬁ(/ ~only country that has banned the Sikh Turban in schools. Thereby French-Sikh
children are placed in a very difficult position as the turban is an integral part of the
Sikh faith. Consequently, French-Sikh school children are being forced to choose
between their education and their religion. Their freedom to practice and manifest
their religion is, therefore, being denied. Contrary to its stated objective of helping
integration into mainstream society, thellaw would result in their isolation.

The law is clearly in violation of international law, various international treaties
and instruments.

The visit of the French President Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy as the Guest of Honour
on the Republic day offers an ideal opportunity to take up the issue with him
especially in view of his enlightened views regarding religious diversity and
tolerance.

It needs to be impressed upon the Freneh President that a Sikh is inseparable
from his or her Turban. It is an inalienable right of the Sikhs established by religion,
sanctified by tradition and history; a right which has withstood the trials and
tribulations of modernity, a privilege, which has been upheld with sacrifice. To a Sikh

his / her unshorn hair and turban are mandatory. Unshorn hair, and by extension the

Dhana: 101 1972 955 2050 22 A748 Fax +91 183 255 3919 Mobilel 98558 95558
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President,
Avtar Smgh Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
Sri Amritsar.

Noy 50508

Ot g-/-R o008

Respected Sardar Manmohan Singh Ji,

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa
Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh

As Mr. Nicolas Sarzoky, hon’ble President of France is shortly visiting
India, the issue of Sikh turban in France needs to be sorted out with him.
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Sri Amritsar proposes to send a
delegation to the hon’ble President to discuss this issue.

It would also be highly appreciated if you kindly arrange such a meeting
and also steer the discussion to a successful end.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,
é‘*’/?\w OANA AL
¥ _—(Avtar Singh) &
Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji, |
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,
New Delhi.

Phana: 01041 1082 9658 AQBN 252 AT7A4AE Favy 201 18217 9658 2010 MnAhilal QREEQ QEERR
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Dr. Manmohan Singh li,
Hon'ble Prime Minster,
Govt. Of India,

New Delhi.

Sub:- Resolution No.11 Dated 25-11-2006.

Dear Sir,

In view of the serious concerns being felt by the Sikh diaspora over their identity
coming under increasing attacks from world-community, may be out of ignorance or
otherwise, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar has passed resolution
No. 11 dated 25-11-2006 (Copy enl.) calling upon the Govt. of India to launch a world-
wide campaign, through diplomatic channels, to educate the world-community on
fundamental principles and main features of Sikh-identity so that Sikhs do not face a crisis
of identity on foreign lands.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

€
Encl: Resolution 2{
s M
Secretary,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee.
gﬂk Sri Amritsar.
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Copy of Resolution No.11 Passed by the General House of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar held on 25.11.2006

Turban is not merely a religious symbol but also a sign of distinct
identity of a Sikh, a fact which has been acknowledged by the world
community, and further proved and established by the exemption granted
to a turbaned Sikh from wearing a helmet, in many foreign countries, in
recognition of its religious significance. Even during the British rule in India,
a Sikh in armed forces was required to maintain his Sikh appearance as
per his religious obligation. But now it is ironical that Sikhs who fought
during World Wars as part of allied forces, in their complete Sikh exterior,
and also largely contributed to the freedom of France, are now being
subjected to abject humiliation by France itself through a ban on turban for
young and innocent Sikh students, thus violating the Human-Rights
Conventions. All requests and appeals by world people were pushed under
the carpet by French Govt., to the further annoyance of Sikhs. Apart from
this, in some countries the Sikhs are being harassed for wearing
Kirpans(small swords) through court cases, the recent example of such
harassment being Denmark where an Amritdhari Sikh Ripudaman Singh
was tried in court and imposed heavy fines. Moreover the Sikhs are being
mistaken for Arabs and accordingly assaulted physically in western
countries. All this has made life miserable for Sikhs in many countries for
no fault of theirs, whatsoever.

The today’s General House session, urges and appeals the Govt. of
India, especially Dr. Manmohan Singh hon’ble Prime Minister, to take due
notice of such discrimination against Sikhs and to initiate a diplomatic
campaign to educate the world community about the distinct features of
Sikh religion so that the ban on Kirpan and turban may be lifted by the
respective nations.

Certified that above is True Copy of the Resolution contained in the
Minute Book of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar
which is in its custody.

r

| ety
Secretary,

Shiromani G.P.Committee,
b Amritsar.
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His Excellency Mr. Jacques Chirac,
Hon'ble President,

Republic of France,

Paris (France).

Subject: - Turban issue in France.
Dear Sir,

| have the honour to draw your kind attention to my letter No.21262, dated
26.5.2005 followed by letter No.24329, dated 26.9.2005 on the above noted subject.

On a visit to U.K. sometime back | had the opportunity to meet with some
Sikhs from France who felt proud in explaining the remarkable history of France and
its contribution to human rights principles, democracy and freedom of conscience.
They also referred to the French revolution of 1789, and the famous historic
document, “The Rights of Man and Citizen of 1789", its emphasis on equality of
people and freedom from forced dogma. They also informed me of the ‘Laicite’ law

~of 1905. However a predicament over their future existence in France, especially

/%

owing To a ban on turbans, was writ large on their faces, and they also felt

disappointed over great expectations from the French nation due to a perceived
contrast with practice.

A Sikh wears a turban not as per his choice but it is a mandatory wear for him
as required by his religious code of conduct. The sanctity of a turban for the Sikhs is
so inviolable that they spurned the replacement of turban with a helmet during world-
wars, which is more than enough to prove that turban, for the Sikhs, is dearer than
life. Appreciating the affinity of a Sikh towards his religious symbols, the British
Parliament felt morally obliged to wave the requirement of a helmet for a Sikh.
| firmly believe that the same social values as possessed by the Britons are also
deeply rooted in the ethos of the Frerich people.

Every man on earth is affiliated to some or the other religion, because any
religion was formed to civilize people and provide them with a set of values, but for
the French Govt., a religion instead of being regarded as a means of moral
elevation, is like something casting a baneful influence.

Being president of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, an apex
representative Sikh religious body, i request your honour to review your ban on
turban in the Government schools of France, which would enhance your already
good image amongst Sikhs.

With deep regards,
Yours §%ncerely,

Ghy
~(Avtar Singh),

-
ﬁgf&?resident,
Shiromani G.P.Committee,
Sri Amritsar.
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Gurpreet Singh Nibber
Patiala, September 22

IN ITS reply to the report
submitted by United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of Religion or Be-

lief Asma Jahangir on the -
ban on Wearing religious -

symbols, including turbans,
the French government has

defended the move saying it
was aimed at bringing all.

the primary and high school
students at par with ‘¥each
other. By

The issue was taken up
yesterday by the UN Human
Rights Council which is i
its second session in Gene-
va,

Maurice Ripert’s reply indi-

cates that the there has been

a little change in his govern-

ment’s stance on the issue

despite the law coming in
for criticism from-all quar-
ters. UN

defend t

" French diplomat Jean

committees. on the*
Rights of the Child and

e,

-crimination in their obser-
‘vations expressed concern
that the French law could
Prove to be counter-produc-
tive by neglecting the prin-
.ciple of right of child to ed-
ueation, - . . o
The 45-member Council
heard the French ban law
‘along with the issue of right
violations in other coun-
. tries. Asma had travelled to
different countries, includ-
ing France, to investigate .

rights violation in ‘these
countries. A
* Speaking  before the

Council, she raised serious
concern over the French
law, saying, .. .another reli-
gious minority - that has
been sericusly affected by
. the adoption of law is the
Si : community”. = The
- French representative ‘how-

éver, justifie € move, say-
.ing'the law was o agpil-a.

‘ 1 OILLY appli-,
Ta’filé‘fr)"gdﬁﬁtm&en_tsﬁa' d

* 10F o those going to tha .

’, Frenc
llI'ban ban i

Ripert said the French gov-
Lfrnment was conscious
_about protecting the rights
of the people living  in-
_FErarice. Asma, meanwhile,
said during her visit to
France,, members of the
Sikh community told her
that displaying relj ious |
; sx..mbmmﬁﬁjiggi?
of their' faith. “They de- I‘
Ip nf?u.l.experlences‘f

_endured when their -

Iren_had to cut fheir

hair as & result of rigid ap-

plication of law by some
schools,” she said. Tt was aif-
ficult o assess the exact
- nuniber_ of * students. who.
had'decided to quit schools |
after the enactment of the
law, she submitted.

Dr Manjit Singh Rand-
‘hawa of Sikh Nations Or-
ganisation, who had filed a

~ Detition before the UN, said

the stubborn stanee of the

French .8overnment would
‘harm'the country’s reputa-

t_ioﬁ;fér withholding human

Elim_inatl'qn of Racial Dijs- Ending ._g_;{--rjghté._ )
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g o asident ¢ Rwomani  Codwara Parbhandik Committee, ths maost
asentati: g 2 isation oﬁ;ikhs which manages histeric Sikk mestitutions, |

urge you tc e the implemepvation of your, = zndruke 2lso request

you {C reo & ueonths ssue 1 orderto _the Sikhs . France to be
the proud ; 'sidents ¢’ . rance that they ~ aspired 1o be,

The SGPC is authorising U'r Jasdev Singh Rai from UK to assist the Sikhs in
France and to start a diaqyue with your nation on our behalf. We ook forward ic
resolving this ssue threugh a better understanding and appraciation of our
‘mutual positions,

You - wincerely

Sardar Aviar Singh
President
S “ani Gurtwara Parkhandik Commitiee

Cc . the Ambassador | Republic 2f France
s seller snigue i
cery s
Ardre Mairaua wiarg
2/50 Shantipath
Chanakyapu~
. De
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¢ “resident
Repoblic of France

' Tne Elvsee Palace

Fxis, France

ez’ “ragwgent Jacques Chirac
tu, 8ikhs in Franee

")C)n a recent visit to UK, | had the opportunity to mee! with some 3ikhs from
France who oroudly explained the remarkable Rigtory of France ang its
contribution to human righta princigles, democracy and freedom of conscience.
They told me about the French revilution of 1789 and the famous historic
“ocur.ent. The Rights of Man and Zitizen of 1789, its emghasis on equality of
propie cnd freedom from forced dogma. They also informed me of the ‘Laicite’
sw of 1205, However they also explained their current predicament living in
France and their confusion about their great expectations from the Srench nation
and the perceived contrast with prz otice.

't may interast you that some of the: institutiona! Sikhi evolved in India at about
the same time and share some of tHe pring; that inspire the French nation.
One of the major dates v the Sikh cZiendar 8 137 April 1599 when nower of
decision was passed to the mass 2nd a system of governance hased on
ongensus was forme Human digrity, freedem of sonsclence and
‘ndependence from impos2d doamas have been Key prncipies for which the
3ikh ceople have fought many battles through history. Pluralis™ ang conseasus
are the bases of the Eikh outiook o lite,

Jis ther=‘Lre with some distress | heard the continuing difficulties that Sikhs face

in FyanCed cannot byl fesi that there is a lack of understanding about Sikhs.
Sikh: 2n1 some of the gnared principles between the two historic movements.

| aiso feel that these misunderstan dings may have contributed (o the current
difficulties between the Sikhs in France and State policies. | particularly refer to
the issue of wearing of turbans by Sikhs and the apparent candlict with French
laws.

| use the word apparent as | feel that misunderstandings reed to be removed on
all sides through dialogue and a better appreciation of the principles that underlie
the practices on all sides. Itis sigrificant thai France was one of the countries
that encouraged and signed up to Para 57 at the World Confarenca against
Racism in Durban which resoived this difficulty. The Sikhs are therefore surprised
at the current dilemma in France.
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turban ban issue today
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Gurpreet Singh Nibber
Patlala, September 20

THE UNITED Nations Hu-

man Right Council will take

up tomorrowt%gﬁre_ngmn

@n‘gmnm%ﬂan other

ous symbols in public
i places;, including schools.y

UN Special Rapporteur on
| Fréedom of Religion and Be-
- lief Asma Jahangir, who re-
ports on violations of reli-
gious freedom around the
world, would present a re-
port based on her investiga-
tion to the 45-member Coun-
cil.

The Council, in its second
session after it came into be-
ing on March 15 this year to
replace UN Commission on
Human Rights, will hear re-
ports of special procedure,
including special rappor-
teurs, experts and working
groups, The session, which
got underway on September
18 will continue till October

! The French government
in March 2004 came up with
a law banning use of con-
spicuous religious symbols.
It was implemented in Sep-
tember 2004. Immediately af-
ter, seven Sikhs students
were refused entry in gov-
ernment school for wearing

_turbans and kirpans and

il

Asma Jahangir
UN Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of Religion and Belief

were later suspended.

In her findings, Asma
says, “... the law denies the
right to those teenagers who
have freely chosen to wear a
religious symbol in school as
part of their religious belief.
In particular, the law denies
innocent expression of reli-
gious belief even if it is con-
spicuous as in the case of

" Sikh children.”

In her report, Asma has
called for adoption of uni-
versal and uniform code to
respect sanctity of religious
symbols by categorising
these as of observance and
practice.

Among her recommenda-
tions, she has asked the

French government to take
appropriate measures to bet-
ter inform school authorities
and more generally the
French public about the ex-
act nature and purpose of
law. It should be made clear
that the wearing or display
of religious symbols is an es-
sential part of the right to
manifest one’s religion or be-
lief that can only be limited
in precise conditions, says
Asma, who spent eight days
in Paris and met representa-
tives of the Sikh community.

The government, which is
primarily responsible for
protecting people against vi-
olations of the right to free-
dom of religion or belief,
rarely organises intergov-
ernmental events to discuss
the rise of religious intoler-
ance, she has said.

Patiala resident Dr Manjit
Singh Randhawa had moved
the UN right’s body against
the move in March 17, 2004.
He also. sent a representa-
tion to-the General Assem-
bly president. The matter
was studied and handed
over to Asma, who, as per re-
ports, visited France to col-
lect evidence. Dr Randhawa
says the issue would again

come up for second closed *

and final hearing within
this session.
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IN recalling the Battle of Saragarhi

fought on Sept 12, 1897 (Sept 12),

Pritam Bhullar has kept alive the dic-

tum that “soldering is the profession

of the living and the dead”. Implying
that the soldiers who are trained,

f motivated and launched of the battle-

fall in the call to duty, their brave
deeds are then honoured and remem-
bered by their comrades, for all times.
The 20 soldiers of 4 Sikh'who dlcd
fighting at Saragarhi to the last man’
accounted 450 of the enemy in dead
and wounded. The last of the
defenders to go down fighting was
Gurmukh Singh, the “Signaller”
who had kept his commanding offi-

blow account of the action as it was
being fought out. And that became

field are the “living”. And those who -

cer posted all along with a blow-by- -

_ The Battle of Saragarhi

the recorded Regimental History of
this epic battle, Little wonder tha

f Commons, London
_stood to a man in ovation to the w.

the Ho!

braves of 4 Sikh!
Recorde

1story apart, I have’

-CO

occasionally heard from old s—dlers

‘That the Battle of Saragarhi had
found a place in the school tex

rance in the 1920s as an example

led that as per
ilable with the
consumption

Of su

me valour on tht?battleﬁeld

as responsible

_&tsh_a%l,nmunm et of the can-
UNESCO publication, Saragarhi fig- b

ured among theei ght most epic and

atlan €S.

may have come across?

Can any reader of The Tribune
authenticate the above oral history -
by way of recorded narratives he/sh

loner pleaded
ntral govern-
rted to impose
Ee recognised ,
es’ accepting

om tobacco
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